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Severe Threat on Saturday

• Line of strong to severe 
storms expected Saturday 
aftn/eve
– Increased confidence in timing

• Main impacts:
– Damaging winds

• Downed trees and powerlines

– Embedded tornadoes (in the line)

– Heavy rainfall

Main Points
Heavy Rainfall/Flooding Threat 

continues into next week

• Front moves through 
Saturday

• Returns north and stalls over 
N/Central GA into next week

• Rounds of rainfall expected 



Latest Outlook from SPC
Subject to change w/ later forecasts

• Enhanced Risk (level 3 out 
of 5) shifted farther 
eastward into area

• Slight Risk (level 2) over 
much of Western GA –
West of I-75

• Uncertainty in intensity of 
squall line as it progresses 
(cannot rule out eastward 
expansion of risks)



Latest Outlook from SPC
Subject to change w/ later forecasts

• 30% risk of Severe for 
Day 2 is actually quite 
high and generally 
equates to severe 
storms being likely to 
our west

• Hatch area is for 
“significant severe” 
• Wind gusts >70 mph
• Strong, long track 

tornadoes 



Available Energy / Low Level Shear

• Overlap of highest shear 
and greatest energy in 
western portions of area 
== Tornado potential 
…especially embedded 
within the line of storms

• Very strong winds at 2000 
feet (60-70 mph) could 
easily transfer down to 
surface with the line of 
stormsWatching possible pockets of 

increased energy - high for Jan  
and could focus greater severe 
threat farther eastward 

Forecast Instability 7 PM Saturday



Severe Weather 
Threat Levels & Confidence



Timing for Storms/Severe Threat
Saturday Afternoon/Evening

Line may begin to dissipate and slow 
as it heads east/south.

Increased confidence in timing given 
higher resolution models handling

Starts at 3PM Sat, ends at 2AM Sun



Winds – Regardless of Storms
Saturday Afternoon/Evening

• 30-40 mph wind 
gusts possible

• Possibly higher in 
mountains

• Could have some 
downed trees/limbs 
regardless of storms



Rainfall – Sat Storms 
Amounts ending early Sunday

• Widespread 0.5”-1.5”

• 2-3”+ in the mountains

• Cannot rule out 
isolated flooding threat



Next Week

Monday….Front stalled across 
the region. 

 Heavy Axis of precip
along/north of the front

Tuesday still stalled               →

Heavy Axis of precip
continues along the front

One model shown below ---location of heavy axis may shift north/south



Sun – Wed Rainfall
Locally higher amounts possible

• 2” – 3” across majority 
of area

• Some locally higher 
amounts possible, 
especially mountains.

• Flood Threat certainly 
increases
• Flood/flash flood

• Front/axis may shift!! 



Summary
Severe Threat on Saturday

• Line of strong to severe storms 
expected Saturday aftn/eve
– Increased confidence in timing

• Main impacts:
– Damaging winds

• Downed trees and powerlines

– Embedded tornadoes (in the line)

– Heavy rainfall

Heavy Rainfall/Flooding Threat increases 
into next week



Future Updates/Briefings?

• Additional Email tonight – no additional special 
webinars planned at this time

• We plan to transition to warning operations Sat AM
so updates etc., will be relayed real-time via 
NWSChat/Social Media.
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