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Il Our Commitment

‘x Je are pleased to present to you this year’s annual water quality report. This report is a snapshot of last
year’s water quality covering all testing performed between January 1 and December 31, 2025. Included
are details about your sources of water, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory

; agencies. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We
&, ; want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and

,.;;‘"
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protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water and providing you

with this information because informed customers are our best allies.

Where Does My Water Come From?

I I arris County has three water sources consisting of one
surface water source and two purchased water sources.

1. Water is pumped from the Chattahoochee River at Lake
Harding and treated at Harris County Water Works Filtration
Plant on Bartletts Ferry Road.

2. During periods of high demand, water is purchased
from the City of Columbus, which pumps water from the
Chattahoochee River at Lake Oliver.

3. A small part of the distribution system is supplied by water
purchased from Talbot County, which is supplied by the
City of Columbus and the City of Manchester. The City of

Manchester gets water from a large surface water reservoir.

Water Treatment Process

he treatment process consists of a series of steps. First, raw

water is drawn from Lake Harding and goes to a mixing
tank where aluminum sulfate, soda ash, and potassium per-
manganate are added. The addition of these substances causes
small particles to adhere to one another (called floc), making
them heavy enough to settle into a basin from which sediment
is removed. At this point, the water is
filtered through layers of fine coal and
silicate sand. As smaller suspended par-
ticles are removed, turbidity disappears
and clear water emerges.

Chlorine is added as a precaution
against any bacteria that may still be
present. (We carefully monitor the
amount of chlorine, adding the lowest
quantity necessary to protect the safety
of your water without compromising taste.) Finally, soda ash
(used to adjust the final pH and alkalinity), fluoride (used
to prevent tooth decay), and a corrosion inhibitor (used to
protect distribution system pipes) are added.

The treated drinking water is pumped to a one-million-
gallon storage tank located at Mt. Hill School. From there it
is pumped to the various tanks throughout the distribution
system. The majority of the distribution mains are PVC
pipe and are flushed frequently to keep them free of mineral
sediments and dissolved air.

Additional Information

he U.S. EPA initiated monitoring of all public water

systems serving a population of 3,300 or more regard-
ing currently unregulated per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS). You can find more information at harriscountyga.
gov/2023/09.

Public Meetings

he operation of Harris County Water Works is con-
ducted under the direction of the Harris County
Board of Commissioners. The board holds regularly

scheduled meetings at 7:00 p.m. on the first and third
Tuesday of each month. The meetings are open to the
public and held at the Harris County Courthouse,
located in Hamilton.

Important Health Information

We are pleased to report to you that the drinking water
supplied by Harris County Water Works is safe. The
tables inside show that the drinking water in Harris County
gets an excellent report when compared to health standards.

Somepeople maybemorevulnerabletocontaminantsindrinking
water than the general population. Immunocompromised
persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly,
and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These
people should seek advice about drinking water from their
health-care providers. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA)/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800)
426-4791 or epa.gov/safewater.

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for any questions
relating to your drinking water, please call David Hamby, Water
Plant Supervisor, at (706) 324-1175. To view this report online,
visit HCGAWaterReport.com.


http://harriscountyga.gov/2023/09
http://harriscountyga.gov/2023/09
http://epa.gov/safewater
http://HCGAWaterReport.com

Substances That Could Be in Water

he sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material and can pick
up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source
water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,
which may come from sewage treatment plants,
| | septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and

L wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and
metals, which can occur naturally in the
soil or groundwater or may result from
urban stormwater runoff, industrial or

\ domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas

S 7 ; production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come
from a variety of sources such as agriculture,
urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses;

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production and can also come from
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems; and

Radioactive Contaminants, which can occur naturally or be
the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA
prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish
limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide
the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily mean that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects
can be obtained by contacting the U.S. EPA by calling the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or visiting
epa.gov/safewater.

How Long Can | Store Drinking Water?

Source Water Assessment

arris County Water Works has participated in the Middle

Chattahoochee River Watershed Study. This study was
prepared to provide water quality data and other pertinent
information to produce a source water protection plan in
accordance with rules and regulations required by the U.S.
EPA.

Source Water Assessment and Protection (SWAP) programs
provide for a more secure and safe drinking water supply. This
plan was achieved in four steps: delineation of the assessment
area, inventory of potential contaminant sources, assessment
of water supply’s susceptibility to the potential pollutants,
and development of strategies. Regional protection measures
include a proposed organization for policy development,
monitoring, and communication networks within the Middle
Chattahoochee River Watershed.

The scope for this project includes all major surface water
systems along the Chattahoochee River watershed between
West Point Dam and the City of Columbus, including;

* Harris County Water Works, Cataula, Georgia
* Columbus Water Works, Columbus, Georgia
¢ City of West Point, West Point, Georgia

* Chattahoochee Valley Water Supply District, Lanett,
Alabama

* Opelika Water Works, Opelika, Alabama
* Smiths Water and Sewer Authority, Smiths, Alabama
* Phenix City Utilities, Phenix City, Alabama
Harris County Water Works has 107 potential pollution

sources. Less than 3 percent of these sources have a medium-
high priority for potential pollution. The remaining sources
have a low or medium priority. Harris County Water Works’
overall susceptibility score is low. All but one of the medium-
high priority potential pollution sources are water/wastewater
facilities, and they have permits to discharge by their regulatory
agencies. The remaining medium-high priority pollution
source has a low release duration/frequency potential for
pollution.

This plan is available for review at the Harris County Water
Works office at 920 Grant Road, Cataula. Call (706) 324-
1175 for more information.

he disinfectant in drinking water will eventually dissipate even in a closed container. If that container housed bacteria
prior to filling up with the tap water, the bacteria may continue to grow once the disinfectant has dissipated. Some
experts believe that water can be stored up to six months before needing to be replaced. Refrigeration will help slow the
bacterial growth.



http://epa.gov/safewater

Variances and Exemptions (state or U.S. EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a
treatment technique under certain conditions)
As authorized by the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD), our system has reduced monitoring requirements for cer-

tain contaminants to less than once per year because the concentration of these contaminants is not expected to vary significantly
from year to year.

On November 9, 2022, the Georgia EPD granted Harris County Water Works a waiver for the following:

All synthetic organic compounds (SOCs): 2,3,7,8-TCDD (dioxin), 2,4-D, 2,4,5-TP (Silvex), alachor, aldicarb sulfone, aldicarb
sulfoxide, atrazine, benzo(A)pyrene, carbofuran, chlordane, dalapon, di(2-ethylhexyl)adipate, dibromochloropropane (DBCP), dinoseb,
diquat, di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate, endothall, endrin, ethylene dibromide (EDB), glyphosate, heptachlor epoxide, hexachlorobenzene,
hexachlorocyclopentadiene, lindane, methoxychlor, oxamyl (Vydate), pentachlorophenol, picloram, polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs), simazine, and toxaphene.

A waiver was also granted for the following inorganic compounds: asbestos and cyanide.

This waiver was in effect from January 1, 2023, until December 31, 2025.

Lead in Home Plumbing

ead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and

breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used in service lines and
in home plumbing. Harris County Water Works is responsible for providing high-quality drinking water and removing
lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing of your home. Because lead levels may vary over
time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling results do not detect lead at
one point in time. You can help protect yourself and family by identifying and remov-
ing materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk.
Using a filter certified by an American National Standards Institute-accredited certifier
to reduce lead is effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided
with the filter to ensure it is used properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking,
and making baby formula. Boiling does not remove lead in water.

Before using tap water for drinking, cooking. or making baby formula, flush your
pipes for several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, or
doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have a lead service line or galvanized requiring
replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your
water and wish to have it tested, contact Harris County Water Works, David Hamby, at (706) 324-1175. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at epa.gov/safewater/lead.

The service line inventory (SLI) is a requirement under the Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR) to help water systems
identify and replace lead service lines. It mandates that all public water systems develop and maintain an inventory of
service line materials to assess the presence of lead and protect public health. The inventory will support proactive lead
reduction efforts and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements to minimize lead exposure in drinking water.

To access the SLI for Harris County Water Works, call (706) 324-1175. You can also find it on the Georgia EPD website
at ga-epd.120water-ptd.com.



http://epa.gov/safewater/lead
http://water-ptd.com

Test Results

Our water is monitored for many different kinds of substances on a very strict sampling schedule, and the water we deliver must meet specific health standards. Here, we only show
those substances that were detected in our water (a complete list of all our analytical results is available upon request). Remember that detecting a substance does not mean the water
is unsafe to drink; our goal is to keep all detects below their respective maximum allowed levels.

The state recommends monitoring for certain substances less than once per year because the concentrations of these substances do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent
sample data is included, along with the year in which the sample was taken.

REGULATED SUBSTANCES

Harris County Water Talbot Gounty Water
Works Columbus Water Works Works

SUBSTANCE YEAR MCL MCLG AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE

(UNIT OF MEASURE) SAMPLED [MRDL] [MRDLG] DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED LOW-HIGH VIOLATION  TYPICAL SOURCE

Chlorine (ppm) 2025 [4] [4] 2.35 0.91-2.8 1.93 1.31-2.2 NA NA No Water additive used to control microbes

Chlorite (ppm) 2025 1 0.8 NA NA 0.14 0.04-0.25 NA NA No By-product of drinking water disinfection

Fluoride (ppm) 2025 4 4 0.82 0.48-1.14 0.71 0.56-0.81 NA NA No Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive
that promotes strong teeth; Discharge from
fertilizer and aluminum factories

Haloacetic Acids [HAA5] 2025 60 NA 28.4 11.9-45.9 52 21-58 28 ND-28.4 No By-product of drinking water disinfection

(ppb)

Nitrate + Nitrite (ppm) 2025 10 10 0.58 NA 0.64 NA NA NA No Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from
septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits

Total Organic Carbon 2025 TT NA 1.6 1.5-1.7 1.7 1.5-2.2 NA NA No Naturally present in the environment

[TOC] (ppm)

Total Trihalomethanes 2025 80 NA 49.31 24.4-85.2 69 27-71 45 ND-54.8 No By-product of drinking water disinfection

[TTHM:s] (ppb)

Turbidity' (NTU) 2025 TT NA 0.07 0.04-0.33 0.05 0.03-0.08 NA NA No Soil runoff

Turbidity (lowest monthly 2025 TT = 95% of NA 99.94 NA 100 NA NA NA No Soil runoff

percent of samples meeting samples meet

limit) the limit

Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community

Harris Gounty Water Works Columhus Water Works Talbot County Water Works

SUBSTANCE AMOUNT SITES AMOUNT SITES AMOUNT SITES

(UNIT OF YEAR DETECTED RANGE ABOVE AL/ DETECTED RANGE ABOVE AL/ DETECTED RANGE ABOVE

MEASURE) SAMPLED AL MCLG (90TH %ILE) LOW-HIGH TOTAL SITES  (90TH %ILE) LOW-HIGH TOTAL SITES (90TH %ILE) LOW-HIGH AL VIOLATION  TYPICAL SOURCE

Copper 2025 1.3 13 0.39 0.0068-0.53 0/30 0.11 0.005-0.17 0/50 0.058 NA® 0 No Corrosion of household

(ppm) plumbing systems; Erosion of

natural deposits

Lead (ppb) 2025 15 0 4.7 ND-16 1/30° 1.8 ND-19 1/50° 0.86 NA’ 0 No Corrosion of household

plumbing systems; Erosion of
natural deposits




UNREGULATED SUBSTANCES

SUBSTANCE YEAR
(UNIT OF MEASURE) SAMPLED
Bromodichloromethane (ppb) 2025
Chloroform (ppb) 2025
Mixture of two or more: Perfluorononanoic acid 2025
[PENA], Hexafluoropropylene oxide dimer acid

[HFPO-DA], Perfluorobutane sulfonic acid

[PFBS], Perfluorohexane sulfonic acid [PFHxS]
Perfluorobutanesulfonic Acid [PFBS] (ppt) 2024
Perfluorohexanesulfonic Acid (PFHxS) (ppt) 2025
Perfluorooctanesulfonic Acid [PFOS] (ppt) 2024
Perfluorooctanoic Acid [PFOA] (ppt) 2024
Sodium (ppb) 01/27/2025

Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. It is monitored because it is a good indicator of the effectiveness of the filtration system.

2Talbot County did not report a range for lead and copper.

3 Although one site tested above the action level for lead, the standard of 90% of the test sites are within the required limits. To access all individual lead tap sample results for Harris County Water

Works, call (706) 324-1175 or email HCWWtesting@harriscountyga.gov.
*Sampled in 2025.

Reporting Unregulated Contaminant Data

We participated in the fifth stage of the U.S. EPAs Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR5) program by performing additional tests on our drinking water. UCMRS5
sampling benefits the environment and public health by providing the U.S. EPA with data on the occurrence of contaminants suspected to be in drinking water to determine if
it needs to introduce new regulatory standards to improve drinking water quality. Unregulated contaminant monitoring data is available to the public, so please feel free to contact us if
you are interested in obtaining that information. If you would like more information on the U.S. EPAs Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule, please call the Safe Drinking Water

Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

Definitions

90th %ile: The levels reported for lead and copper represent the 90th
percentile of the total number of sites tested. The 90th percentile is
equal to or greater than 90% of our lead and copper detections.

AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant which,
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water
system must follow.

Herbicide: Any chemical(s) used to control undesirable vegetation.

MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as
close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.

MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level): The highest
level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of
microbial contaminants.

MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal): The level
of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the
use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

NA: Not applicable.

ND (Not detected): Indicates that the substance was not found by
laboratory analysis.

NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units): Measurement of the clarity,
or turbidity, of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable
to the average person.

Harris County Water Talbot County Water
Works Columbus Water Works Works
AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE
DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED LOW-HIGH TYPICAL SOURCE
1.1 NA NA NA NA NA By-product of disinfection
1.1 NA NA NA NA NA By-product of disinfection
NA NA 0.21 ND-0.21 NA NA NA
2.8 2.3-3.4 NA NA NA NA Human-made compound used in products and manufacturing
NA NA 1.9 ND-1.9 NA NA | NA
6.2 4.8-7.1 4.7¢ 2.8-6.2° NA NA Human-made compound used in products and manufacturing
4.0 3.8-4.2 4.5 3.0-6.5° NA NA  Human-made compound used in products and manufacturing
17,000 NA NA NA NA NA Water treatment chemical used for pH and alkalinity adjustment

Pesticide: Generally, any substance or mixture of substances intended
for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest.

ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per billion parts water
(or micrograms per liter).

ppm (parts per million): One part substance per million parts water
(or milligrams per liter).

ppt (parts per trillion): One part substance per trillion parts water
(or nanograms per liter).

TT (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to reduce
the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
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