HARRIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Commission Chamber, Room 215, Harris County Courthouse
REGULAR SESSION
May 5, 2026
6:30 p.m.

Commissioners Present: Susan Andrews, Bobby Irions, Rob Grant, Greg Gantt, Scott
Lightsey. Staff Present: Clark Harrell, County Manager; Russell Britt, County Attorney;
Andrea Dzioba, County Clerk; Brian Williams, Community Development Director; Ashley
Marston, Recreation Director; Mike Fuson, Assistant Recreation Director.

1.

CALL TO ORDER. Chair Andrews called the Regular Session to order at 6:30 p.m.
and wished County Manager Clark Harrell a happy birthday.

INVOCATION / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Senior Pastor Mickey Adams from
Piney Grove Baptist Church in Fortson gave the invocation. The Harris County 14U
Boys Basketball members led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATION

A. Harris County 14U Boys Basketball. Chair Andrews and the Board of
Commissioners recognized and presented Certificates of Recognition to the
Harris County 14U Boys Basketball Georgia Recreation and Park Association
(GRPA) District 4 Team Champions as follows:

Kian Bravo, Campbell Dasher, King Jackson, Brandon Johnson, Laquaveon
Jones, David Riviera-Mujica, Josue Rivera-Mujica, Collier Sizemore, Fredrick
Smith, Head Coach Daniel Maddox, Assistant Coach Tyler McDaniels, and
Assistant Coach Arkeus Patterson.

MINUTES The motion to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2026 Regular Session
and Appeal Hearing was made by Vice-Chairman Irions, seconded by Commissioner
Gantt, and passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION (continued)

A. Proclamation - ALS Awareness Month. Chair Andrews read the
proclamation for ALS Awareness Month. The motion to proclaim May 2026 as
“ALS Awareness Month” was made by Commissioner Gantt, seconded by
Commissioner Lightsey, and passed unanimously. Chair Andrews proclaimed
the month of May as ALS Awareness Month.

B. Proclamation - National Small Business Week. Chair Andrews read the
proclamation for National Small Business Week. The motion to proclaim the
week of May 3rd through May gth, 2026 as “National Small Business Week” was
made by Commissioner Grant, seconded by Commissioner Lightsey, and passed
unanimously. Chair Andrews proclaimed the week of May 3rd through May oth,
2026 as National Small Business Week.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS

A. Craig Rowan - American Legion Purple Heart Community Initiative.
Craig Rowan, Commander of the Harris County American Legion, addressed the
Board and advised that he, along with VFW Post 558, were coming before the
Board to ask them to designate Harris County as a Purple Heart Community; that
at a later designated date and location they would need the Board to present their
posts with a County proclamation; that they will present the County with a plaque
and that signage would be placed at locations coming into Harris County; that the
American Legion and the VFW have already submitted the documentation to be
designated as Purple Heart entities; that the City of Hamilton has proposed the
same and accepted; that they are planning a mass presentation with their posts
and the City on August 8, 2026; and that he looks forward to Harris County being
designation as a Purple Heart Community.

The motion that Harris County becomes a Purple Heart Community was made by
Commissioner Grant, seconded by Vice-Chairman Irions, and passed
unanimously.

B. Meghan Gunther - Planning Commission. Meghan Guenther addressed
the Board and stated that she is speaking about the Planning Commissioner and
the role it plays in applying the UDC, a conflict of interest, and the overall




reliability of the recommendations of the Planning Commission; that a member
had a conflict of interest as a family member had a financial interest in rezoning;
that it was not disclosed that their brother was connected to the subject property;
that the brother works with and under the applicant and property owners; that
this creates an appearance of impropriety; that even perceived conflict can
undermine trust and integrity; that she is concerned with how the Planning
Commission is interpreting the UDC; that applicants selectively pick sections of
the UDC and that required conditions are not applied equally; that the Planning
Commission relied on a single clause cited by the applicant regarding
conservation land ownership when considering the preliminary plat for the Grey
Rock conservation subdivision; that the Planning Commission allowed the
applicant to bypass and ignore the core open space requirements, and the stated
intent of the conservation subdivision ordinance; that the Planning Commission
chose to ignore the conditions that the Staff recommended and didn’t apply any
conditions to the approval; that developers are allowed to pick and choose
sections of the UDC that do not apply to the ordinances and apply it to their
developments; that this causes inconsistencies; that it deviates from Staff
recommendations with no justification; that when combined with undisclosed
conflicts and inconsistent application of the UDC, it raises broader concerns
about whether the recommendations coming from the Planning Commission are
consistent, transparent, and reliable; that she would like the Planning
Commissioner to have additional training; that there is a clear expectation that
all relevant sections of the UDC be applied together, not selectively; that the
Board can rely on the Planning Commission’s recommendations with confidence.

Brian McKeen, citizen who lives on O’Neal Road in West Point, stated that
conflict of interest is a particular concern to him and that he has raised this in the
past; that it’s something that needs to be looked at and given importance; that he
looked at in this instance as he was concerned about it also; that he investigated
and found that the Planning Commission member does have a brother in the real
estate industry; that the Planning Commission member is not employed in the
real estate industry or land development industry; that the brother is a RE/MAX
broker; that he operates under a common marketing platform - not a brokerage;
that the entity in question is no more than a marketing platform - not a brokerage
firm; that there was no legal conflict of interest that he could find; that in regards
to the Grey Rock project, he looked at the provisions in the UDC and the UDC
portions of the code references Sections 512 and 515 which specifically point you
towards the ownership requirement for a conservation subdivision or
conservation areas within the subdivision; and that an accurate representation
tends to carry more weight than an accusation that doesn’t accurately reflect the
truth of the matter.

7. NEW BUSINESS

A. First Reading: Alcohol Application of Timothy Mark Jones for Loopy
Lobster dba Dockside Bar and Grill. Chair Andrews read the specifics of
the application and said that the Sheriff's Office recommended approval, the
Health Department recommended approval, and Community Development
recommended approval. There being no comments from the Board, Chair
Andrews stated that the second reading and action are scheduled to take place
during the May 19, 2026 meeting.

B. Town of Waverly Hall Request for Transfer of Ownership of 2018
Ford Explorer (8446). Chair Andrews stated that the Sheriff’'s Office has
turned in the 2028 Ford Explorer (8446) to be included on the next surplus list
and that the Town of Waverly Hall has requested that Harris County transfer
ownership of the vehicle to them to be utilized by the Waverly Hall Police
Department. The motion to transfer ownership of the 2018 Ford Explorer
(8446) to the Town of Waverly Hall was made by Commissioner Grant, seconded
by Vice-Chairman Irions, and passed unanimously.

C. CorrectHealth Harris, LLC - Amendment - Health Services
Agreement. Chair Andrews introduced the Amendment to the Health Services
Agreement with CorrectHealth Harris, LLC. and advised that the included
increase of approximately 2.5% was in line with the expected increase for similar
services at the Harris County Jail through a different provider. The motion to
approve the Amendment to the Health Services Agreement with CorrectHealth
Harris, LLC was made by Commissioner Grant, seconded by Commissioner
Gantt, and passed unanimously.




Georgia Grown Trail 27. Chair Andrews introduced the Georgia Grown Trail
27 item and advised the Harris County has been invited to support and
participate in the Georgia Grown Trial 27 initiative and that the is a letter of
support from the Harris County Chamber of Commerce who will provide the
funding for the cost and installation of signage within the County. The motions
to join Georgia Grown and Georgia Grown Trail 27 and authorize the Chair to
execute the commitment letter affirming the County’s intent to participate in
Georgia Grown Trail 27 with agreement top support the installation of trail
signage was made by Commissioner Grant, seconded by Vice-Chairman Irions,
and passed unanimously.

The motion to go into the public hearings was made by Commissioner Lightsey,
seconded by Vice-Chairman Irions, and passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AT 7:00 P.M.

Chair Andrews called the public hearings to order at 7:01 p.m.

A.

Application of Rex Atkinson/Amanda Canada, for a Special Use
Permit for a Utility - Fiber Optic Shelter on a 1-acre parcel located at
491 Fortune Hold Road, Hamilton, GA; Located on Map 059, Parcel
025, Land Lots 92 & 101, Land District 21st, and zoned A-1
(Agricultural/Forestry). Chair Andrews introduced the Application of Rex
Atkinson/Amanda Canada. Ms. Amanda Canada was in attendance and advised
that they are asking to place a fiber optic utility building to continue fiber optic
lines in the right-of-way.

Chair Andrews asked if there was anyone that would like to speak in favor of the
application. There being none, Chair Andrews asked if any one would like to
speak in opposition to the application. There being none, Chair Andrews
continued to the public hearing for the next application.

Application of Radiance Solar LLC/Clay Gardner, for a Special Use
Permit for solar photovoltaic installation (solar farm for private use)
on a 5-acre parcel located at 14075 GA Hwy 116, Pine Mountain Valley,
GA; Located on Map 071, Parcel 017, Land Lots 202, 203, 214 & 215,
Land District 21st, and is zoned M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing). Chair
Andrews introduced the Application of Radiance Solar LLC/Clay Gardner. Mr.
Clay Gardner was in attendance and stated that he works for Georgia Power; that
Radiance Solar LLC will be a subcontractor on this project; that Koch Foods
would like to build a solar plant with less than 1 acre being disturbed of a 5-acre
parcel; that it will follow the contour of the land; that no land disturbance
permits are required; that it is a mostly freestanding solar array; that there will
be a pad where all electrical components are located; that this is not a utility scale
array and is to offset their power costs from electric provider; that when
complete, they will replace and rejuvenate with a pollinator habitat; that it will be
an ecological improvement of the field from where it is now; that the project is
only visible from their property; that there is no substation or high transmission
lines; that this solar array is as large as it can get; that they will not sell power
back to Diverse Power; that they will comply with setbacks and buffers; that they
will have erosion and sediment control; that this will not create any extra traffic
and that they will go once or twice per year to check the solar array; that it will
generate clean electricity; and that the utility will not have to increase their
infrastructure. In response to questions from the Board, Mr. Gardner advised
that there are no emissions; that if the panels break, they don’t leak; that if they
get broken, the panels are taken to an appropriate recycler; that the panels will
last forever as long as they are not broken; that they have a 30-year life; that if
decommissioned, they will remove and recycle the panels according to
guidelines; and that this solar array is just enough for Koch Foods to save money.

Chair Andrews asked if there was anyone that would like to speak in favor of the
application. There being none, Chair Andrews asked if any one would like to
speak in opposition to the application.

Ted Bridges, citizen who owns property in Pine Mountain Valley, stated that he
has seen solar panels on the highways going to Butler and they are ugly; that this
will bring down property values; that nobody wants solar in their backyard; that
Koch Foods is a big part of their economy and he realizes that they are trying to
offset their costs; that it will cost landowners and residents in the Valley money;
and that he is vehemently against this project.



Ross Pixler, citizen who lives on Persimmon Court in Midland, wondered
whether this project would cost the taxpayers in the County anything; and that he
wanted to know if decommissioning is paid up front and what would happen if
the panels deteriorated and the owner didn’t want to pay to have them taken care
of.

Ronnie Baxley, citizen who lives on C Street in Pine Mountain Valley, stated that
he appreciates what the Board has done with the park in Pine Mountain Valley;
that Pine Mountain Valley is quiet other than the chicken plant; that Koch Foods
is right in the center of what they want to be a quiet community; that he is
concerned that Koch Foods will expand more in the future; that this is right
across from his property; and that people want a quiet community and don’t
want this facility to get any bigger or any worse.

Vicki Bridges, citizen who lives on A Street in Pine Mountain Valley, stated that
no matter the size that it is a scar on the community; that although it reduces
costs for the company that there are zero benefits to taxpayers in the community;
that this is a stepping stone to more and future expansion; that if this is
approved, how could they say no later to expansion; and that this is not suitable
for Pine Mountain Valley, their community, their neighbors, or Harris County.

Pastor Keith Jennings from Roosevelt Memorial Church in Pine Mountain Valley
stated that the last time the Board did not listen to the citizens about the chicken
plants; that he counted numerous hair nets and a body suit discarded along the
roads on his way here; that their concerns are real because they live it; and that
you can’t “see cancer either but no one wants it in the middle of them.”

Mr. Clay Gardner stated that he appreciated everyone’s concern; that he will do
the best he can to reassure them; that this it not a utility scale project; that he
agrees that those are eyesores; that there is a 50-foot buffer of trees and they are
not removing any of them; that he hasn’t seen any other properties from the
position of the array; that there are no plans for expansion and the infrastructure
isn’t there; that the vast majority of the property is already being used; that once
finished, there will be only maintenance; that the project is funded by Koch
Foods not Georgia Power; that the site was a spray field; that there are no plants
to remove any trees; that he doesn’t believe that it will be visible from other
properties; and that he understands the concerns of the community. In response
to questions from the Board, Mr. Gardner advised that Koch Foods will save
approximately $27 million over 30 years and that the parcel is 5 acres but there
will only be 1 acre of possible disturbance.

Chair Andrews closed the public hearings to order at 7:40 p.m.

A. Application of Rex Atkinson/Amanda Canada, for a Special Use
Permit for a Utility - Fiber Optic Shelter on a 1-acre parcel located at
491 Fortune Hold Road, Hamilton, GA; Located on Map 059, Parcel
025, Land Lots 92 & 101, Land District 21st, and zoned A-1
(Agricultural/Forestry). (continued)

The motion to approve the Application of Rex Atkinson/Amanda Canada, for a
Special Use Permit for a Utility - Fiber Optic Shelter on a 1-acre parcel located at
491 Fortune Hold Road, Hamilton, GA; Located on Map 059, Parcel 025, Land
Lots 92 & 101, Land District 21st, and zoned A-1 (Agricultural/Forestry)was made
by Commissioner Lightsey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Irions, and passed
unanimously.

B. Application of Radiance Solar LLC/Clay Gardner, for a Special Use
Permit for solar photovoltaic installation (solar farm for private use)
on a 5-acre parcel located at 14075 GA Hwy 116, Pine Mountain Valley,
GA; Located on Map 071, Parcel 017, Land Lots 202, 203, 214 & 215,
Land District 21st, and is zoned M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing).

(continued)

The motion to deny the Application of Radiance Solar LLC/Clay Gardner, for a
Special Use Permit for solar photovoltaic installation (solar farm for private use)
on a 5-acre parcel located at 14075 GA Hwy 116, Pine Mountain Valley, GA;
Located on Map 071, Parcel 017, Land Lots 202, 203, 214 & 215, Land District
21st, and is zoned M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing) was made by Chair Andrews,
seconded by Commissioner Lightsey, and passed unanimously.




0.

10.

11.

NEW BUSINESS (continued)

A.

Recreation - Out of County Participation. Chair Andrews introduced the
item and recognized that individuals have requested to speak on this item.

Jacqueline Lemaire stated that she tries to do everything to give opportunities to
kids; that the girls often don’t have enough players to complete teams; that they
have had opportunities where they could form a U14 team by having girls from
out of County - from Columbus; that year after year, they lose kids; that they
either stop playing or they go to Columbus; that when girls are in an age group at
their age and boys are in an age group at their age that they are able to develop,
have fun and really build in the community; that she wants them to have
opportunities here in Harris County; that they are not trying to replace local
players; that they want to keep our kids here, and give them a place to grow and
build something positive for the community; that they want to be able to provide
programs for all of their children instead of sending them away; and that it is
about giving their kids the opportunity to be able to play here.

Leanne Smith stated that she would like them to allow limited participation for
out of county kids; that there are seasons where they are unable to roster teams;
that she believes the Pine Mountain has also had difficulty; that this does’t have
to be an “all or nothing;” that it doesn’t weaken team sports; that all sports have
different needs; that each sport has its own autonomy; that some areas span
multiple counties; that youth sports should not be about county lines; that she
thinks that they can allow a controlled number of out of county participants; that
it will bring money into our county; that additional activity supports our
communities; and that it is about making sure doors aren’t closed.

Stacy Hopkins stated that they are just trying to give the kids an opportunity to
play; that they just want to play with their classmates; that she was hoping that
their program with grow; that they need a little flexibility in rostering these kids;
that the majority are trying to come back under the Recreation umbrella; and
that they want to keep going and keep growing.

Commissioner Grant asked County Attorney Russell Britt if he had insight on this
topic. County Attorney Russell Britt advised that he wasn’t here when the
Recreation Board was created but that to the extent that this Board provided the
Recreation Board certain authority and power, then that power to oversee the
recreation system would be with the Recreation Board.

Commissioner Grant requested that this item be tabled until the County Attorney
can check into this matter. Discussion included whether the Board voted
previously about out of county players and that this item should go through the
Recreation Board.

COUNTY MANAGER.

A.

County Manager Correspondence. County Manager Clark Harrell reminded
everyone that the Airport Open House is scheduled for Saturday, May 9, 2026
and hopes that it will not have to be cancelled for a second year due to weather;
that the new Harris County Airport sign was installed this week and thanked that
Harris County Chamber of Commerce for paying for it; that there is road
resurfacing on Hopewell Church road this week; and that the FY 2027 budget
work is continuing.

COUNTY ATTORNEY.

A.

Resolution: Moratorium on Acceptance or Approval of Conservation
Subdivisions. Chair Andrews introduced the item and advised that a citizen has
signed up to speak.

Brian McKeen, citizen who lives on O’Neal Road in West Point, stated that he has
concerns about this significant issue being placed on the agenda; that there was no
information provided to the public prior to this meeting; that the timing is
questionable; that it looks like an attempt to cover one bad decision with another;
that a member of the Board stated tot the public that there is a data center coming
to Harris County; that the only place is down the road from the development that
was denied; that he hates to operate off of assumptions; and that he thinks it calls
into question the true motivations behind some of the decisions that are being
made.



County Attorney Russell Britt stated that this item was requested by a member of
the Board for discussion and a possible moratorium on conservation subdivisions
and that a proposed resolution was drafted for Board consideration which simply
provides a moratorium for 180 days or until it is earlier lifted by action of the
Board. Commissioner Grant requested that this item be added to the May 7, 2026
Planning Session agenda for their discussion.

B. REQUEST FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION. County Attorney Russell Britt stated
that he had a need for an executive session for litigation

12. RECESS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION. Commissioner Grant made the motion to
go into Executive Session for litigation at 8:07 p.m. The motion was seconded by
Vice-Chairman Irions, and passed unanimously.

13. RESUME REGULAR SESSION. The motion to go back into Regular Session was
made at 8:16 p.m. by Commissioner Grant, seconded by Vice-Chairman Irions, and
passed unanimously.

14. ADJOURNMENT. The motion to adjourn was made by Vice-Chairman Irions,
seconded by Commissioner Grant, and passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned
at 8:16 p.m.

Susan Andrews, Chairman

Attest:

Andrea Dzioba, County Clerk



